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ACTIVITY

Follow One Hundred Dollars

What + Why: Discover what really happens to your money before it hits your 
pocket, and why that matters when you earn and spend.

Imagine you just got your paycheck from your part-time job. Based on your 
hours worked, you earned $100 this week—nice!

But wait—how much of your paycheck do you expect to take home?

Instructions:

1.	 Review the information provided on your pay stub to see where your 
“missing” funds ended up. Write down what stands out to you. What 
surprises you?  What questions do you have about these paycheck 
deductions?

2.	 Look at the gross earnings. How do the deductions change the amount of 
net pay?



5™ © 2026 Junior Achievement USA, Student Guide

Topic 3: Taxes, Withholding, & Public Benefits  | 1. EngageJA Financial Literacy  |  Unit 1


	ACTIVITY:  Follow One Hundred Dollars - Name: 
	ACTIVITY:  Follow One Hundred Dollars - Date: 
	Follow One Hundred Dollars - Instructions - #1: 
	Follow One Hundred Dollars - Instructions - #2: 


