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ACTIVITY

Tax Exploration 

What + Why: Take a closer look at real-world documents to discover how 
taxes quietly shape everyday life.

Every day, people pay different kinds of taxes—often without realizing it—and 
those taxes support the services and systems communities rely on. Looking at 
real tax documents helps make these systems visible by showing how different 
taxes appear in everyday life. Because tax rates and tax types vary by location, 
people may experience the same tax differently depending on where they live.

Supporting Materials:

Pay Stub (Case Study - Brianna Parker) 

Tax Exploration Documents

•	 Vehicle Tax Statement

•	 Sales Tax Receipt

•	 Rideshare Receipt

•	 W-2 (Kiana Thompson)

Instructions:
1.	 Use the one tax type assigned to your group.

2.	 Examine your tax document:

a.	 Where does the tax appear on the document? (circle or highlight this 
information)

b.	 What is the rate of this tax?

c.	 How and when is this tax paid or withheld?

Be prepared to share during the class debrief.
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Tax Exploration Documents
Personal Property Tax Statement

Sales Tax Receipt Rideshare Receipt



13
™

©
 2026 Junior Achievem

ent U
SA, Student G

uide

Topic 3: Taxes, W
ithholding, and Public Benefits  | 2. Explore

JA Financial Literacy  |  U
nit 1

W2 for Kiana Thompson
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