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Topic 2: Consumer Decision-Making  | 1. EngageJA Financial Literacy®  |  Unit 2

ACTIVITY

Car Needs and Wants

What + Why: Knowing what you actually need can keep short-term 
excitement from driving long-term decisions.

Instructions:

1.	 With your group, decide which car feature belongs in either the “Needs” or 
“Wants” category.

Be ready to explain your group’s choices.

Needs Wants

Car Features
Bluetooth connectivity

Cruise control

New tires

Touchscreen display

Enough trunk space for 
bags or gear

Sunroof

Reliable

Heated seats

Low monthly cost

Insurance affordability

High safety rating

Maintenance records 
included

Blind spot monitoring

Working heat and air 
conditioning

Sporty appearance

Newer model year

Premium sound system

Backup camera

Brand people trust

Mileage under 30,000

Warranty 

4-Wheel Drive
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