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Topic 1: Earning & Spending  | 3. ExplainJA Financial Literacy®  |  Unit 1

REFLECTION

Before Your First Paycheck

What + Why: Use what you learned about pay stubs and take-home pay 
to think about what someone would still need to know before making a 
spending or saving plan.

A pay stub can show what someone earned, what was deducted, and what they 
actually took home. But it does not show everything about someone’s financial 
situation. Expenses, goals, responsibilities, and priorities can all shape the 
financial trade-offs someone faces.

Reflect: 
What is one thing you would want to understand before using take-home pay to 
make a spending or saving plan? Why would that matter?
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