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REFLECTION

Productive or Problematic?

What + Why: Reflect on when borrowing may be productive or problematic 
so you can recognize how decisions about debt can affect your financial 
future.

Most adults borrow at some point. What separates borrowing that supports 
financial stability from borrowing that creates financial risk?

Take a moment to think
Choose one to respond to: 

1.	 What makes some borrowing opportunities productive instead of 
problematic? (Consider things, such as repayment ability, timing, total cost, 
or long-term flexibility.)

2.	 How can the purpose, structure, and repayment timeline of borrowing 
change its financial impact over time?
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