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Topic 2: Credit Scores & Credit Reports  | 5. EvaluateJA Financial Literacy®  |  Unit 3

REFLECT

Beyond the Balance

What + Why: A paid-off balance doesn’t always mean a clean financial record. 

Alex is 22. At 19, Alex opened a credit card with a 
$1,000 limit.

During the first year:

•	 The balance reached $950 and stayed near 
the limit for several months.

•	 Two payments were reported more than 30 
days late.

•	 The full balance has now been paid off.

Reflect
Although Alex has fully repaid the debt, how might 
this early credit behavior still affect Alex’s financial future?
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