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ACTIVITY

Taxed or Not Taxed?

What + Why: Test your instincts about everyday purchases and see where taxes 
quietly sneak into real life.

Taxes don’t just show up on paychecks—they’re often part of everyday purchases. 
Sometimes you see them clearly, and sometimes they’re easy to miss.

Test your instincts about which items are taxed and which are not.

Instructions:

Choose whether you expect to pay taxes on each purchase or if taxes won’t 
be added. 

sneakers

 taxed  not taxed

a car

 taxed  not taxed

concert tickets

 taxed  not taxed

gasoline

 taxed  not taxed

home purchase

 taxed  not taxed

rent

 taxed  not taxed

groceries

 taxed  not taxed

prescription medication

 taxed  not taxed

a doctor’s visit

 taxed  not taxed
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