
4™ © 2026 Junior Achievement USA, Student Guide

NAME: DATE: 

Topic 1: Financial Institutions & Services  | 1. Engage JA Financial Literacy®  |  Unit 2

REFLECTION

Teen Banking

What + Why: Connect teen spending data to how money shows up in your 
own life.

A 2024 report found that about 80% of kids ages 7–17 
spend up to $50 a week, and 10% spend $100 or 
more each week—adding up to thousands of dollars 
in transactions each year.

Reflect:
1.	 Does this statistic surprise you? Why or why not?

2.	 How do teens in your area usually spend money? Consider things like cash, 
school lunch cards, debit or credit cards, or mobile payment apps (Apple Pay, 
Cash App, Venmo, PayPal, Zelle).

3.	 Before teens spend their money, where do you think it is usually kept? 
Describe this in your own words.
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