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Step into what's next at Future Bound by Junior Achievement, where
possibilities are limitless and connections shape tomorrow. This event
brings together students, educators, and industry leaders to explore
hands-on learning experiences, unlock new career pathways, and gain
the skills needed to thrive in the evolving world of work. Prepare to be
inspired, empowered, and Future Bound!

Permitted Minimum and Maximum Age of Participants

Students representing their companies in the competition must have been enrolled
in high school during the 2025-2026 school year. Middle school students or students
who graduated prior to 2026 will automatically be asked to withdraw from the
competition. Students that fall outside of these guidelines can only be approved to
participate by the Chief Education and Learning Technology Officer and the local JA
Area President.

Due to requirements from 2026 Future Bound by JA host Boston University, all
student participants must be under 19 years of age during Future Bound by JA.
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Number of Participants per Company

For the competition, a minimum of 3 and a maximum of 5 students are allowed to
represent their student company at Future Bound.

Overview

Each year, young people from around the country embark on a career-connected
learning journey where they start and run a start-up company via JA Company
Program. The JA Company of the Year Competition seeks to highlight all of the
incredible student companies in the US by inviting those companies who went
above and beyond to create a successful business enterprise and have
demonstrated growth amongst company members.

JA Company of the Year Finalists and Winners can be defined by high levels of
success in three key areas:

1) The student participants identified a key challenge in their community and
developed an innovative and creative idea and business plan to tackle the
challenge

2) The JA Company exhibited high-level company operations, including
exemplary organization, motivation, and leadership

3) The student company members demonstrate extensive personal growth and

mastery of business and transferrable skills. Among these skKills is self-reflection

as the members have a deep understanding of how and why the student
company performed as it did.

Independent judges will determine company performance against the competition

criteria as compared with other JA Companies during each stage of the competition

process. First, second, and third place honors will be awarded.

Submission and Selection Timeline

April 24,2026  Student Company Nominations Close
- JA Areas must submit for teams applying:
o Company Report
o Company Commercial
o Names of the potential student competitors
o Student Permission forms
May 5, 2026 Finalists Announced by JA USA to JA Areas
May 7, 2026 JA Area Company Registration Due
- Each JA Area with a finalist company must complete and
submit a form sharing student and chaperone contact
information.
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May 21, 2026 Event Registration and Forms Due

- Each JA Company member and chaperone must complete
and submit an online registration form and agreement to the
conduct standards.

June 7 -11,2026 Future Bound by JA in Boston, MA

Process and Eligibility

¢ JA Companies wishing to be considered must provide their local JA Area with their JA
Company Program company report and commercial/video. The deadline for JA
Areas to submit to JA USA is Friday, April 24, 2026.

e Each JA Area in the United States may nominate up to five (5) JA Companies for
consideration.

e JA Companies must have been active during the current school year to be eligible.

¢ JA Companies must have participated in JA Company Program or other JA USA
approved variation and follow the JA Program Implementation Standards for these
programs. These standards include completing the full curriculum and that a
community volunteer has taught the required minimum number of instructional
contact hours.

¢ JA Companies must have submitted a Product Approval Application to USI and been
approved.

e All materials submitted to Future Bound by JA must be the original work of JA
Company Program student company members.

e Only JA Area staff may register student companies for consideration. Upon receipt of
the submission materials, the JA Area must:

o Complete the online submission for the JA Company here:
https://forms.office.com/r/IBec5XbiMw
o Upload the company report in PDF format.

Upload a commercial or video showcasing the company and product.

o Upload completed permission forms for Boston University for each student
who would represent the company at Future Bound.

(0]

Finalist Selection

e A panel comprised of JA representatives will be convened for the review process.
e The panel will score JA Company Reports based on the provided judging criteria.
e The selection panel will submit finalists to JA USA.
e Upto15JA Companies will be selected as finalists for advancement to the JA National
Company of the Year Competition at Future Bound
o Note: Commercial submissions will be scored for the 15 teams advancing as
finalists. Commmercial scores will be factored into the final team score.

Announcement of Finalists

e The finalists will be announced on Tuesday, May 5, 2026. JA USA will email JA Area
representatives, who will then inform applicants.
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JA Company of the Year Scoring

e Finalists teams will be receive a score (on a 1-5 scale) for each criteria listed
below for each category (Report, Commercial/Video, Entrepreneurship Expo,
Presentation with Q&A)

e The criteria for each individual category will then be averaged to determine
the score for that category

e The scores for each category will then be averaged to determine the overall
final score for each team

o New for 2026: Due to the Interview being merged into the Stage
Presentation, the Presentation with Q&A will be weighted at 150% to the
other categories

There are three stages to the competition:

e Stage One: Student Company Nomination including submission of JA Company
Report and Commercial/Video (By April 24)

e Stage Two: Finalist Selection (By May 5)

e Stage Three: Onsite competition including Entrepreneurship Expo, and Presentation
with Q&A before the judging panel (June 7-11).

Stage One: Student Company Nomination

Company Report

The JA Company Report is an opportunity to showcase the team’s overall business
performance and what was learned and achieved throughout the JA Company Program
experience.

Guidelines

The report should follow the format of the JA Company Report Template (which can be
downloaded here: https://data.ja.org/s/WTKAAA). The report should read as a single
business document, must be written by company members, and should be original and
innovative in approach. The report must follow the format of the submission template;
however, teams may change the visual design of the document and add text and images.
The content must follow the same order laid out in the template; no sections may be added,
removed, or rearranged.

e Any interesting and unique activities undertaken by the JA Company should be
included.

e Companies are strongly encouraged to include photographs of their product or
service, charts, infographics, or other appropriate visual elements.

e A PDF copy of the report must be submitted electronically to JA USA by the local JA
Area as part of the company’s competition submission.

e No appendices are allowed. The report must be free from any factual, spelling, or
grammatical errors and should be visually pleasing.

e View avideo overview of the template here: https://data.ja.org/s/WDKAAA.
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Judging Criteria

Guidelines Compliance - The report should adhere to guidelines noted above. This
includes meeting page number requirements, including an Executive Summary,
avoiding spelling or grammatical errors, and attention to visual appearance.
Financial Performance - The company should include information about financial
performance such as break-even analysis, capitalization, total units sold, revenue
generated, expenses incurred, profit margin, investor return, and liquidation. A
financial statement of activities, profit and loss statement, or liquidation report is also
required.

Innovation - The report should demonstrate how the company’s product, service or
specific business strategy incorporated innovation and/or innovative thinking and
how that impacted overall business performance.

Marketing and Sales Strategies and Methods - The company should share specifics
on marketing and sales activities. This may include information on overall marketing
strategy, target audience, competitive advantage, product/service features and
benefits, sales methods, and customer service techniques. Students are strongly
encouraged to provide examples of any social media pages, websites, advertisements,
or other resources created to support these efforts.

Leadership and Organization — The report should showcase company leadership and
describe how they were identified, how they motivated employees, describe
strategies used to achieve company goals, and share how processes were developed
and improved to maximize business performance.

Learning Experiences and Future Application - The company should share any
successes, challenges, failures, or key learnings from the JA Company Program
experience as well as include examples of how this experience will shape future plans
of the company or its members.

Commercial / Video

The commercial / video is an opportunity to showcase the benefits of the company’s product and innovative
approach to meeting their customers’ needs.

Guidelines

The presentation should grab the viewers’ attention and spotlight the company’s product or service. The
commercial should bring to life the benefits and use of the product/service in a way that will be
memorable for viewers.

The clip should clearly demonstrate how the product or service adds value/fulfills a need for the target
audience.

When making the video, think of some of the best commercials — what made them the best and what
made them memorable? Were they funny, innovative, or shocking? Did they tell a story? Did they speak
to an experience you personally have felt?

Please note: All videos must adhere to copyright protection guidelines. Students may not use copyright
protected images, music, or references without express written permission. Any videos that include
music copyright infringement will be denied. Please cite the music source (artist and song title) at the
end of video even if the music is public domain or royalty free.

The maximum time allocated for each video presentation is 1 minute.
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o Commercials should be uploaded using the instructions provided on page 3, no later than Friday,
April 24. The format must be in either Windows Media or QuickTime (.mov .mp4 or .wmv).

Judging Criteria

e Creativity — Commercials are often funny or innovative making them memorable for the viewer.

¢ Relevance and content — Advertising creates awareness of the product/service and can convey messages,
attitudes, and emotions to entice and intrigue audiences.

e (Call to Action — The commercial should clearly explain how to purchase the product, contract the service,
or support the cause based on the value or need.

e Delivery technique/Style — The commercial uniquely delivers information to the viewer. The video should
grab attention and showcase the product/service or business in a unique way.

e Clarity of message — The commercial clearly expresses the product/service and demonstrates how the
product adds value/fulfills a need for the target audience.

¢ Product demonstration/use — The commercial should include a demonstration of the product/service in
order to provide context for the viewer.

Stage Two: Finalist Selection

Please refer to finalist selection process on Page 2.

Stage Three: On-Site Competition

Future Bound by JA is tightly scheduled; Finalists should expect to be engaged in full day competition activities for
the entire event. As such, Finalists should arrive at Future Bound with all Expo Booth Displays, Slides, and
Presentations in a fully polished “final” state. More detailed information will be provided to finalists once they
have been selected.

Entrepreneurship Expo

Your booth display is the first direct encounter your company’s team will have with members of the judging panel
as well as the general public.

Guidelines
e Visitors as well as judges will be given the opportunity to observe and interact with company members in
action.

e Chaperones are allowed to be at the booth during the Entrepreneurship Expo.
e The Entrepreneurship Expo is open to the public; visitors can examine the booths and ask questions.
Booths should display the following:
v Name of the company
City and state
Supporting or sponsoring companies (if any)
Names of advisors and teachers
Product and/or demonstration of service
v" Highlights of sales and final performance
e The booth contents should be produced and funded by the JA Company. More information will be shared
with finalists upon selection.
e Examples of booths from past JA Company of the Year Competitions can be viewed here:
https://data.ja.org/s/WjkAAA.
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Judging Criteria

Product pitch — A brief pitch should be prepared for the judging panel to provide a snapshot of your
business and product or service. This verbal pitch should include an overview of the product or service,
the value proposition, and product features and benefits.

Visual display of the booth elements — Teams should create a visual, informative, and engaging display
and collateral materials.

Genesis of the idea and product conceptualization — The presentation should highlight the problem and
how your product was the solution.

Verbal and non-verbal communication skills — Team members should demonstrate effective
communication skills.

Ability to apply lessons learned to new situations — Team members should share how key learnings
informed their business decisions and have since shaped their life experiences.

Presentation with Q&A

The presentation before the Judging Panel is your company's opportunity to engage with
the judging panel and demonstrate your knowledge of the company and overall
experiences. The Presentation with Q&A will be weighted at 150% to the other
competition categories.

Guidelines

The presentation should summarize the key experiences and achievements of the
company. Try to bring to life and include the accomplishments and challenges of your
company's endeavor for the audience. Sharing what you have learned from your
mistakes and subsequent solutions is as important as your achievements.

All company members in attendance at Future Bound are required to participate in
the presentation.

Presentations will take place before a public audience, fellow competitors, and the
judging panel.

The maximum time allocated for each presentation is four (4) minutes.

Immediately following the presentation, judges will have up to four (4) minutes to ask
students questions directly related to the presentation, company, or product/service.
Finally, the students will be asked one Interview Question related to their personal
and professional growth through the classroom and competition experience. They will
have an additional two (2) minutes to answer this question.

The narrative style should be business-like but may include the use of some humor.
Students are encouraged to be creative in their presentation style.

Presentations must be in Microsoft PowerPoint and may not include added audio or
video.

Judging Criteria

Structure of Presentation - The presentation should summarize the key experiences
and achievements of the company by telling their unique company story.

Delivery Technique and Style — There is an effort to engage the audience and keep
the presentation moving at a nice pace. The team exudes confidence and enthusiasm
in their stage presentation.
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e Visual Presentation, Visual Aids, and Hand-outs — The PowerPoint presentation,
visual aids, and hand-outs support the presentation in a creative way and should
enhance the overall presentation.

¢ Relevance and Content - The presentation should be relevant to the team'’s business
performance and include in-depth content as well as demonstrate the team’s
continuous improvement efforts, while referencing mistakes and successes
experienced during company operations.

e Critical Thinking - In response to judges’ questions, students demonstrate
disciplined thinking that is clear, rational, open-minded, and informed regarding their
company or product/service.

e Interview Questions: The company should be prepared to answer questions
regarding:

o Their business performance and apply it to other situations.
o What they have learned and gained from participating in the JA Company
Program experience

In addition to the JA Company of the Year Competition, finalists will also have the opportunity to compete for
other prestigious awards at Future Bound. All finalists and winners will be determined by company report
submissions, virtual or on-site interviews, and/or other competition performance. Additional information on these
awards will be provided when finalists are announced on May 5, 2026.

Contact Stuart Younger at stuart.younger@ja.org
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